The Greed of Wanting Children by Kercheval, Jesse Lee
Masthead Logo The Iowa Review
Volume 28
Issue 2 Summer/Fall Article 18
1998
The Greed of Wanting Children
Jesse Lee Kercheval
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an
authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.
Recommended Citation
Kercheval, Jesse Lee. "The Greed of Wanting Children." The Iowa Review 28.2 (1998): 44-44. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.5001
Jesse Lee Kercheval 
The Greed of Wanting Children 
I can't have, makes me cry with hunger, 
eat only sweets and bitter Baker's chocolate, 
nibble at my bed. Last night I dreamed of peruses, 
not sex, not men, just phaUuses, stalagmites rising 
from a dark cave floor. Their surfaces as smooth 
to touch as the penises of men I've known but 
rather chill and cruel. Outside, Lake Michigan 
slaps the white rock shore. This is what I want: 
to be a bone, to sink Hke salvage to the bottom, 
to see no more horizon, only water, only water. 
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